Fun ways
to inSpire
Creative writing

without having to work too har




Hello!

Carrie Mumaw

Teacher. Parent. Writing Enthusiast. Pinterest Prowler.
O Wishes there were more hours every day to get things done.
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Personal Narratives ‘

" Write Stories that you know! -

o
© Write about your experiences

© Gather family stories and

memories in an anthology
© Try collecting around a common
emotion or theme:

\ o Embarrassing moments

o Biggest accomplishments
o Facing a fear
@)

Injuries




Stories are like puzzles... U

Piece them together one idea at a tim,éi\






http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mystery/index.htm

Step 1: A Mystery by Me

Step 2: Writing Tips

Step 3: Writing Challenges
Step 4: Revision Guidelines
Step 5: Publish Online

What does it take to create a truly spooky story? In this
My Blography. J workshop. I'll share wiriting tips, strategies, and challenges to
Read Student Writing ) help you write and publish a mystery. When you're done with my
workshop, you can publish your own mystery online!

Teachers Guide "/ Start!

Related Booklist m

Writing with Writers

Choose from favorite authors who guide you through
process of writing different genres.



http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mystery/index.htm

Random Idea Generators o)

MSCHOLASTIC

To get a Story Starter, click the SPIN lever. You can then
change each of the parts with the SPIN THIS WHEEL buttons.

Describe a conversation with a courageous elder who
hatches from a speckled egg.

& Describe a who hatches from 2 ™3

A @ courageous elder
. conversation with g speckled egg. . -

‘ SPIN THIS WHEEL SPIN THIS WHEEL SPIN THIS WHEEL SPIN THIS WHEEL

O http://www.Scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/
(If having trouble, right click on the genre you want and then open it in a new tab.)



http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/

Slmpler activities for K-2

Serendipitous Setting Descriptions
Serendipitous Story Themes
Serendipitous Dialogue Scenes
Serendipitous Similes
Serendipitous Personifications

e Serendipitous Oxymorons
o Serendipitous Poetic Phrases
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Lots of prompt ideas to Spark wntmg ideas!
http://writingfix.com/right.brainhtm

h

t

tp://writingfix.com/ lef't_brain.h'tni\\

\

List of excellent mentor texts to inSpire!
http://writingfix.com/about. us/booksS.htm

inspiration Is but a click away
Our Interactive Plot-Building Game:

PRESS: Adjective

PRESS: Place

PRESS: Phrase

Each time you click all three buttons, ask, "Which type of conflict would this one be? Does this sound like an
original story you might like to explore in your writer's notebook, then in a longer piece of writing?"

"a crowded
gymnasium"

"a student"

PRESS: Setting

"your character can't
stop sneezing"

PRESS: Character PRESS: Conflict

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1



http://writingfix.com/right_brain.htm
http://writingfix.com/left_brain.htm
http://writingfix.com/about_us/books.htm
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. Inspiration from Contests
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https://clubs.scholastic.com/contests-and-programs.html

Reading is like breathing in,
weiting is like breathing out:

9

PICTUREQUWTES.cow



\\\771e/3e/zms7'ain Beans’

Use favorite Stories and
Characters as Inspiration

Rewrite endings to stories

Write a sequel

Put familiar charactersin a
new setting and create an

adventure Pilaned, [
Create your own characters & /
and stories that mimic an
author’s style
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FRESH FORMATS
FOR STORIES

Graphic Novel

Diary Style

First person
allows special
personality and
insight to come
through.

Circle Stories

End the story
right where you
start

ex) If You Give a
Mouse a Cookie

Focus on main
events to show
action.

Great practice
for using
meaningful
dialogue.

Art lover’s
favorite

Scavenger Hunts

Give clues to
lead to certain
locations.

Poems

Shorter snippets

of events can be
easier then telling
every detail.

Kids are so tech
savvy these days!
Fun to add
images



First person allows expression
of personality and character
development.

Cronin + Pictures by Harry Blss

7 DIARYx DIARY:
PIDER: 1

MINECRAFT
ZOMBIE



Try Graphic Novels

(Comic-style chapter books!)
Such a fresh, fun genrel

Sisters



Create Your Own Graphic Novels Online

Finish

read-write-think
PR wn NCTE  marcopolo

O Online Comic Creators:

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.htiml ,/”
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http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/comiccreator/



http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html
http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/comiccreator/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator
https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator

Comics!
O
Action stories
inspired by
photos of play

https://www.fotojet.com/apps/
?entrv=collage

Fotojet



https://www.fotojet.com/apps/?entry=collage
https://www.fotojet.com/apps/?entry=collage

CREATE YOUR OWN MONSTER!

o http://www.scholastic.com/branches/pdf/downloadables/Notebook-of-Doom-Make-a-Monster-Woérksheet.pdf



Chris Van Allsburg

Master of Fantasy!

e

Loy

A STRANGE
DAY IN JULY

He threw with all his
might, but the stone
came skipping back.

’ . The fifth on; éﬁded up in France.
The Mysteries of Harris Burdick
Jumanji
Zathura
Polar Express




Inspired
by Art

Norman Rockwell
Museum trips
Online photos
Art calendars



Go beyond Stories...

What else is there...?




Mad LibsS |

http://www.madlibs.com/ m“..,

Books, printables, an app! D~
OXS, p PP | " ¢

wacky Web Tales (fill in online) Hdd ¥ y.'
https://www.eduplace.com/tales/ MY hazins vre i s H

e write your own stories. T e
e Take out words. ,Oﬁ;c;;;m“‘ -
e Give clues for others to fill in. O

MAD&LIBS
VACATIONS

Lists

A vacation is when you take a trip to some place
‘ A My Listography by Lisa Nola

with your family. Usually you go to some place

that is near a/uA:meE orupona/an . htt ://Writin ﬁx.com/lef‘t_brain/
it o Personal Listsl htm

A good vacation place is one where you can ride
PLURAL NOLN
or play or go hunting for . Ilike
GANE PLURAL NOUN
S i or i

to spend my time
VERB ENDING IN "ING' VERB ENVING IN "ING'



http://www.madlibs.com/
https://www.eduplace.com/tales/
http://writingfix.com/left_brain/Personal_Lists1.htm
http://writingfix.com/left_brain/Personal_Lists1.htm

ABCand 1, 2, 3
books

We can! We can!

Three moose
munching on spruce
plod to the duck

Clomp, clomp.

No luck
The duck stays stuck

deep in the muck

down by the
swampy, chompy marsh




fun with figurative Language

Write down the name of an ..

... animal
.. occupation
. appliance
| am like a because
O As a , | am like a because. ..




Eas®ee 28

Alliteration

Tongue twisters

Animalia by Graeme Base




No pencils needed?

15



Games to Play in the Car

Alliteration/Tongue Twisters

Choose a letter and make a
sentence all starting with that same
sound.

Collaborative Stories

Each person adds a line or event to
the story and passes to the next
person.

Top That!

The funniest thing | can imagine is...

It’d be embarrassing if...

Would You Rather...?

The books and games can spark great
discussions, but then pose your own
scenarios!

| am like...
Compare yourself to a person
or object and explain the

similarities.

What if...?

Put all those natural kid questions to
work for you! Why, Mom?

If you want to be really sneaky, record your stories with your phone and then listen to
them later! (Or type them up to show the kids what you have “written.”)



.v Turn Complaining into Creativity o

YOU’RE
MEANYYY

This is so

boring it’s
worse than
watching a
| sloth race a
turtle!

You are meaner

than Lex
Luthor using

kryptonite on
Superman!




What If.... o

»@ QURI@SITIES & g}
: J’UZZLEMENTé

PUZZLEMENTS.CO ﬁ—_u
%m i

https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9472abb9450f:
670a5fb&id=ba7al8bb98 &mc cid=7acbclecd’7 &mc eid=5
eff

Wﬁ would  hop in +he torlet,
-— usg)ﬁ oursel ves, and 'V(\){/c vgou'
= 90 down Wa’r(’r shide on
QOP onh the uch to waich Tv

What if...? prompts

http://canteach.ca/elementary/prompts.html



https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9472abb9450f444d43670a5fb&id=ba7a18bb98&mc_cid=7ac6c1ecd7&mc_eid=55670abeff
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9472abb9450f444d43670a5fb&id=ba7a18bb98&mc_cid=7ac6c1ecd7&mc_eid=55670abeff
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9472abb9450f444d43670a5fb&id=ba7a18bb98&mc_cid=7ac6c1ecd7&mc_eid=55670abeff
http://canteach.ca/elementary/prompts.html

. 7books by Sandra Markle




If

by
Sarah Perry




Word Clouds

Choose a favorite topic and brainstorm ideas.

© https://www.wordclouds.com/
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https://www.wordclouds.com/
http://www.abcya.com/word_clouds.htm

v Write
?/M’W’A' W%

-esderiur Eratmus




Thanks!

Hope you have fun and get creativel

Any questions?

You can reach me at cmumaw@phm.k12.in.us.



mailto:cmumaw@phm.k12.in.us

